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Hi there! 

Thanks for all 
your hilarious VltiW 
answers to the u*vum»” 4? 

competition .joke, yo '• 

"What do you .get tla*i' n 9*- 
if you cross an 
elephant with a porcupine?" 
They had the Grapevine team in 
stitches, and my sides are still 
aching with laughter! The best 
answer came from Stephanie 
^ Shute, who wins a book 
token. Well done, A 
Stephanie! Here' 
her Joke in full. 



Snake attack! 
Part 3 



Sarabi with 
Simba 



Dear Antelope 

The wind is always blowing dust into 
my eyes. How can I keep them dean? 

Dusty of the Desert Dune. 



Jumping 

meerkats 



Dear Dusty 

That's what tongues are for, silly! When you 
get that gritty feeling, just lick out your eyes. 
Any gecko will show you how! 

Antelope 



Central Asia 



SEE-THROUGH SENSATION 

This daring see-through outfit sent 
shock waves through the fashion 
world this week. The fish with 
nothing to hide was spotted showing 
off his inner organs and skeleton. His 
name is glassfish and he said: "Actually my 
see-through outfit is a cunning disguise. Light 
passes right through me, so predators don't 
realize I'm there. One flash and I've gone!" 
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Jungle 

crossing 



pi What do you 
"gel if vou cross 
an elephant with 
a porcupine? 
j<|of oqiunf \ 



IiHFIKi REMEMBERS 

Anansi know-all 



BEE ATTRACTION 

The bee orchid has a 
clever way of getting 
pollinated. Its flowers 
look and smell just like 
female bees, and male 
bees can't resist them. 
When they land on the 
flower, they get dusted 
with pollen, which they 
pass on to the next 
flower they visit. 



FREE IN PART 18 

More super animal 
stickers, including a bug 
beater, a deep diver and 
\ a flash of famity fun! 



Ben Marks 
age 5 



Rachel Brown 



Six sssnakes are 

sssneaking through 
this magazine. Can 
you find them? 
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Not only is the African elephant huge in size, it 

ALSO HAS OUTSIZE EARS AND A NOSE THAT REACHES THE 
GROUND. Yet the world’s largest land mammal 
LOOKS AFTER ITS FAMILY WITH SKILL AND CARE. 

Elephants 



V FEMALES RULE 
Females and youngsters 
live together in family 
groups. A senior female, 
called the matriarch, is 
in charge. She has to 
make sure that the 
family finds food and 
water every day. Males 
are sent away when 
they are 10-1 5 years 
old. They often join up 
with other males but old 
bulls tend to live alone. 



The adult male african elephant is the 
largest and most powerful land mammal 
in the world. It stands about three 
metres tall, is just over seven metres 
long from its trunk to its tail and 
weighs up to 6000 kilograms - that's as 
much as a single-decker bus. Its size and 
shape varies a little, depending on where 
it lives. Elephants that spend their lives 
roaming through the savannah woods 
and grasslands tend to have larger ears 



and more curved tusks than the smaller 
forest elephants. 

An elephant's thick skin is usually 
scattered with coarse hairs. Sturdy, thick 
legs take the weight of its huge head 
and body and it has a massive skull to 
support its long, muscly trunk. The 
tusks, which do not start to grow until a 
youngster is two years old, are long 
cutting teeth. They can grow to over 
three metres and weigh up to 130 kilos. 



AFRICAN ELEPHANT 
Loxodonta africana 
SIZE: The male grassland 
elephant can grow to 
7.3m long and weigh up 
to 6000kg. The female 
reaches about 6.6m and 
weighs up to 3000kg. 
RANGE: Found in 
grasslands and forests 
south of the Sahara but 
not in most of southern 
Africa. 

DIET: They eat a huge 
variety of plants, 
especially grasses, but 
they also take roots, 
tubers, bark and crops. 
YOUNG: The female is 
pregnant for 22 months. 
She usually gives birth 
to one calf every 2-3 
years. 

LIFESPAN: They can live 
up to 70 years. 



Because they are so huge, elephants can't 
go for long without water. Adults need 
at least 70 litres per day to survive. This 
means that they often have to travel long 
distances to find water. In the dry season 
they dig into dry river beds with their 
tusks to get down to the water table. 

Elephants need vast quantities of food 
too. They can swallow over 200 kilos of 
plants in a day. In the wet season they 
prefer grasses. When these die back they 
eat various parts of trees including 
leaves, seed pods, fruits and bark. 

► GRAB. SUCK AND SQUIRT 
Elephants use their trunks to grab their 
food and put it into their mouth. They 
grind it down with their big molar 
teeth before swallowing it. When their 
teeth wear down, they can’t feed any 
longer and they die. Their necks are 
too short to reach the water's edge 
with their mouths. Instead, they suck 
up water through their trunk and 
squirt it into their mouth. 






SIMBfi SfiHS 



Life's quite tough for 
baby elephants but 
their mothers, aunts 
and sisters take pretty 
good care of them. 

I heard about one 
youngster who fell into 
a trough of sticky mud 
by a waterhole. It 
struggled frantically to 
get out but sank 
deeper and deeper. 
After a few minutes it 
could only just keep its 
head up and it was 
squealing miserably. Its 
mother and an aunt 
wrapped their trunks 
under its body and 
pulled. A third helper 
dug under it with her 
tusks. Suddenly there 
was a loud squelch and 
the baby was hoisted 
up on to firmer ground. 



A STROKING 

Elephants from the same family 
group greet each other affectionately 
by touching each other's mouth and 
face with their trunks. 

► SWIMMING 
When elephants want 
to cross a river they 
use their trunks as 
snorkels. The fat in 
their bodies helps 
them to float. 



NOSE WITH A DIFFERENCE 



One of the elephant’s most amazing 
features is its trunk. The trunk is 
actually a flexible, elongated nose that 
doubles as the upper lip. It is strong 
enough at the top to knock down a tree 
and yet sensitive enough at the tip to 
pick up the scent of water or of 
approaching danger from far away. 

The trunk is a multi-purpose tool. As 
well as allowing the elephant to drink 
and to feed, it is used in bathing and 
cleaning, in greeting, swimming, 
carrying and stroking. The skin that 
surrounds the nostrils at the tip of the 
trunk forms two peaks which help the 
elephant to grip small objects. An 
elephant can control the movement of its 
trunk so accurately that it can pick up a 
single leaf or a berry. 

► SNIFFING 
Elephants hold their trunks high 
up in the air to pick up the 
scent of approaching animals. 






Y SHOWERING 

A daily bath helps to keep an elephant 
cool. If it can't get into the water, it will 
shower itself with its trunk. It also takes 
dust baths by spraying itself with 
trunkfuls of dust. This protects it against 
biting insects and creatures that lay eggs 
in the skin. 



WOW! 

An elephant's toes are 
cushioned by a pad of 
soft tissues which help 
to absorb its colossal 
weight as it walks. 
This pad also allows it 
to tread quietly 
through undergrowth. 

For such a vast 
animal, the elephant 
can keep up an 
impressively fast pace 
when it's travelling to 
find food or water. It 
can stride along at 
8km per hour for 
several hours, and can 
run at up to 40km per 
hour in an emergency. 





Simba and Pumbaa didn’t 
stop running until they 
were sure they were safe 
from Swallow-Whole. 
"Hold on, Simba!” gasped 
Pumbaa. collapsing in a heap 
by a bush. “This running has worn 
me out. I can't step another walk!” 
Simba smiled. His friend was 
always getting his 
words muddled 
up. But he was 
right. They could 
do with a rest. 

“We'll stop here 
for a bit,” agreed 
Simba, sitting 
down beside his 
friend. "But then we 
must find Timon. " 

"Unless that 
talking skull we saw has eaten 
him." said Pumbaa. 
remembering their meeting 
with the scary hyena skull. 



Snake 

attack! 

Part 3 



& 



Simba looked thoughtful. “I've been 
thinking," he said. “Isn't it funny 
that Timon disappeared and then the 
skull appeared? And now that I think 
back, the skull's roars sounded 
suspiciously like our friend.” 

"What?" gasped Pumbaa, in 
surprise. “Do you think Timon has 
been swallowed by the skull?" 

Simba shook his 
head. "No. silly. I 
think Timon was 
playing tricks. He was 
probably hiding in the 
bushes, holding up 
the skull and making 
noises to give us a 
fright." 

"Oooh! Wait until I 
see him again!" 
snorted Pumbaa, 
crossly. "He's always playing tricks." 

Simba stood up. “But what he 
doesn’t realize is that there is a 
horrible, hungry snake out there, 
looking for something to eat." He 
started to run back the way they had 
come. “Do hurry up. Pumbaa,” he 
shouted, streaking ahead of his 
friend. “We had better find Timon 
before that snake does... or this time, 
he really will be eaten!” 

Simba didn’t realize how close to 
the truth he was. Timon had fallen 
asleep against a tree, unaware that 
Swallow-Whole was quietly moving 
towards him, determined to 
swallow the little meerkat whole, 
n one gulp! 

“Mmm! Tasty! Very, very tasssty!” 
hissed Swallow-Whole, licking 
Timon’s feet with his tongue. 

Timon giggled. "Stop it, Simba," 
he muttered in his sleep. “Stop 
tickling me." 

Timon was dreaming that 
Simba was tickling him with a 




large feather. 

In his dream, ^nba 
grew to giant-size and 
began to squeeze 
him very-hard. 

“Hey! Cut that out!" 
gasped Timon. He kicked out - and 
hit the surprised python in the face. 

“Yeeowch!” cried Swallow-Whole, 
loudly. “That hurt!" 

Swallow-Whole’s yell instantly 
awoke Timon. but he wished he was 
still dreaming when he realized that 
he was wrapped up tightly in the 
coils of a giant snake. 

"I've only got one thing to say 
about this situation," he said. Then, 
at the top of his voice, he shouted. 
"Simba! Pumbaa! Helllp!!!" 

Simba and Pumbaa heard Timon's 
scream. “Come on. Pumbaa!" 
shouted Simba. running faster 
through the jungle. 

"That's Timon, and it sounds like 
he's in trouble!” 

•The friends burst into the clearing. 

"Hey, guys, nice of you to show 
up," gasped Timon, struggling 
unsuccessfully to free himself from 
Swallow-Whole's grasp. "This 



snake-in-the-grass is 
a bit too friendly. Get him off me!" 

Swallow-Whole's head danced in 
the moonlight; he stopped squeezing 
Timon and glared at Simba and 
Pumbaa, who had stopped dead in 
their tracks, not knowing what to do. 

"Well, if it isssn't the little lion 
cub." he hissed. “And his big 
sssmelly friend." 

“I’m not smelly." grunted Pumbaa. 
embarrassed. 

"Let our friend go!" growled 
Simba, charging to attack and then 
leaping backwards as Swallow-Whole 
made a strike to grab him. 

“Come clossser," hissed the 
python. “I ssshall eat you first, 
followed by your fat friend and thiss 
ssskinny one! It will be a proper 
three-course meal!" 







skinny," Timon said indignantly. “I’m 
quite meaty, actually." 

Then he realized what he was 
saying. "No, no. I mean I am skinny. 
All skin and bones, that’s me. You 
won't like eating me. snake. I'll get 
stuck in your teeth. And I taste really, 
really horrible! Yeeuuuccck!” 

During Timon's chattering, Simba 
had noticed the broken branch that 
had fallen off a tree and landed over 
a large rock. One end was on the 
ground, and the other end stuck up 
in the air like a see-saw. 

"Pumbaa." he whispered urgently 
to his friend. "I've got an idea, but I'll 
need your help. Listen..." 

"Oooh!" chuckled Pumbaa. as 
Simba told him what to do. "I like it! 
You are smart. Simba!" 

"I only hope it works." gulped 
Simba. slowly approaching 
Swallow-Whole. “If not. that rotten 
snake is going to eat me/ after all!" 

Simba watched as Swallow-Whole 
started to tighten his grip again on 
poor Timon. 

"Er, guys," said Timon, anxiously. 



“If you’re 

going to rescue me. 
could you do it now. This 
snake's got a big crush on me!" 

“Sssilly meerkat," hissed 
Swallow-Whole, bringing his mouth 
closer to Timon. “There’sss no-one 
brave enough to ressscue you! 
Everyone is ssscared of 
Ssswallow-Whole! 

"I'm not!" shouted Simba, and 
sprang. He landed on 
Swallow-Whole's tail and bit it hard. 

"Yeeeoow!" screamed the snake, 
letting go of Timon. “That doesss it. 
lion cub! You're mine!" 

Simba staggered back as 
Swallow-Whole swung round and 
tried to catch him. 

“Ha! Can't catch me!" laughed 
Simba, running over to the branch 
that rested on the ground. "You're so 
slow even Pumbaa could beat you in 
a race!" 

Swallow-Whole slithered swiftly 
after Simba. "You little fool!” he 
raged. "There’sss no-one faster than 
Ssswallow-Whole!" 



Simba stepped on to the branch. 
Swallow-Whole darted forwards and. 
as quick as lightning, Simba jumped 
over the snake’s head as its body 
landed on top of the branch. 

“Now, Pumbaa! shouted Simba. 

Pumbaa jumped on to the raised 
end of the branch. He landed with a 
hard thummmp! 

"Waaaaaaaaaaahhhh!" screamed 
Swallow-Whole, as the end he was 
resting on shot into the air. He was 
catapulted over the trees, far away. 



hi I II IS 

“Well, that's got rid of him!" said 
Simba, proudly. "And I hope this 
teaches you a lesson about playing 
tricks on your friends, Timon." 

“It certainly does,” said Timon. as 
the animals went in search of 
somewhere quiet to sleep. "I'll never 
play a trick on anyone, ever again!" 

But did the little meerkat have his 
fingers crossed behind his back as he 
said it? • 

Next week: Monkey mountain 





w draw Sarabis head in more detail. This 
iw n-up version will help you. First draw 
lentre line that runs down her forehead, 
along her muzzle and dow n to her chin. Then 
draw the far side of her head, muzzle, and 
chin. Carefully position an almond-shape for 
one eye on line B. Draw a curved socket for 
the far eye and shapes for the ears. 



t h 

IHfta little 



the inside of Sarabis arm 
paw supporting Simba. 
little ball for the cub’s head 
with a box for his muzzle and a blob 
for the cub's round belly: 



Now 



ise your guide lines from step 2 
Ip place Sarabis features. Line up 
tfiP- corner of her eye and the side of her 
nose. (Her eyelid is quite big and shell- 
shaped.) The far side of her face comes 
in where her mouth is. Add a tail. Draw 
Simba by looking carefully at the 
draw ing here so you get a good likeness. 



Sarabi 
■then pop in 



(ut your guide lines, draw 
n Sarabi and Simba’s toes and 
■then pop in all the furry bits. There 
are quite a few of those, so be 
careful you don’t miss any! Draw a 
line along Sarabis side to complete 
your drawing. 





CENTRAL ASIA 



In the heart of the world's biggest landmass, 
central Asia stretches east from the Caspian Sea 

OVER A VAST STRETCH OF LOW FLAT LAND. THE PLAIN ENDS IN 
THE FOOTHILLS OF THE PAMIR AND Tir:N SHAN MOUNTAINS. 








Giant marco polo rams 
clash horns to decide 
who's boss of the 
mountain. Their skulls 
are extra strong so they 
don’t shatter. 



In the mountains 
pikas make little 
haystacks and weigh 
them down with 
stones. When the 
dried they store 
underground. 



The desert tortoise 
sleeps for nine 
months. That leaves 
just three months 
to eat, find a mate 
and lay eggs. 



In the plains of central Asia, summers 
are boiling hot and winters are freezing 
cold. Icy winds blow down from the 
Arctic and there is very little rain. The 
climate is extreme because the area is so 
far from the oceans. Winds carrying rain 
from the sea have dropped practically all 
their water before they get there. 

The wetter areas are covered with 
grassland called steppe. The main plants 
are quick-growing grasses with strong 
roots for sucking up water. Wild 
relatives of the onion go underground 
when it’s dry. The leaves and stems 
shrivel up, leaving just 
the end of a swollen 
stem called a bulb. It’s 
full of food and water 
for next year’s growth. 

The leaves and shoots 
of the steppe plants are 
eaten by grazing animals 
such as the wild ass. 

Small animals, such as 
shrews, eat the seeds. 

Many, like the hamster, 



"How do we 
know the 
Karakum looks 
like the moon" 

“You can see the 
moon’s surface with a 
microscope, 
you ntook." 



•< FROZEN FOOD 
These sheep are 
grazing in a frozen 
meadow in the Tien 
Shan mountains. 



live underground, safe from 
predators, the fierce summer sun 
and the biting winter winds. 

The deserts are cold and bleak. 
Parts of the Karakum desert look 
like the surface of the moon. 
Winds carve hollows and chase 
sand dunes. Earthquakes shake the 
ground and volcanoes spit mud. 

But some specially adapted 
plants manage to grow. There are 
groves of black saxaul trees where 
birds like the ground jay hunt for 
food. The trees look dead because 
they have no leaves at all, which 
means they needs less water. 




The desert animals are usually small. 
They include insects, lizards and 
rodents that get the moisture they need 
from their food — larger animals need 
too much water and food to survive in 
such harsh surroundings. But you’d 
never guess the desert animals are there 
because most live under the sand, 
hidden away from the burning sun. The 
sand boa’s eyes are specially adapted — 
they stick up like periscopes so it can 
see what’s going on as it slithers 
beneath the surface. 

Rivers running through the deserts 
carry water from the high Tien Shan 
and Pamir mountains. These tall peaks 



AGREEN RELIEF 
It's not all desert 
wastelands in central 
Asia - grass, shrubs 
and little trees grow 
in wetter areas. 



► POPPY DAY 
After a few drops of 
spring rain sprinkle 
the desert, poppies 
bloom, but only for a 
day or two. 



are like huge frozen water tanks. The 
tops are permanently covered with snow 
and ice, and every year more snow falls 
and more ice forms. In spring some 
melts, and floods into the Amu Darya 
and Syr Darya. These two rivers 
eventually empty into a big lake called 
the Aral Sea. But the lake is shrinking 
because water is being taken from the 
rivers to help farmers grow crops. 









BROWN 




“What are we doing at 
the Caspian Sea?” 

“Its the worlds 
largest lake and 
all these deserts 
mean I’m missing 
the mud!” 

The Caspian is the world's biggest lake - 
it’s one and a half times the size of the 
UK! The great Volga river empties into 
the north end, spreading out into tiny 
streams. There are green pastures, huge 
reedbeds and lagoons - yet all around 
there is dry grassland or cold desert. 

In winter the north of the lake freezes 
and seals give birth to their pups on the 
ice. Later, they travel south where the 
water is warmer and saltier. It swarms 
with fish to feed their growing pups. 

Herds of saiga antelope travel up and 
down the area, too. The young are born 






Beluga sturgeons live for up to 






< SPRING FLOOD 
Volga river 
floods in spring, 
and covers the low 
land at the top of 
the Caspian. 



in the north in spring. In summer the 
herds graze on the steppes. Towards the 
end of summer they head south to the 
lowlands close to the Caspian where they 
spend the winter. 

Thousands of migrating birds use the 
Caspian as a stop-off point. It's a useful 
place to rest and re-fuel on their way 
south from the Arctic. Greylag geese 
fatten up on the seeds and roots of the 
sacred lotus plant, while godwits and 
curlew feast on worms. When the winter 
snow and ice arrives, some stay, while 
other travellers head further south. 



<SEE ME! 

The male great egret 
shakes his tail in 
spring. If a female 
likes the look of him, 
she'll agree to mate. 



Y LOTUS LIFE 
The sacred lotus 
plant is eaten by 
migrating geese 
who make a pit 
stop at the lake. 



Caspian seal pups 
are born on the ice 
when the north end 
of the huge lake 
freezes over in 
winter. 





Jumping meerkats 

This fast-moving meerkat engine 
is great fun to make and decorate. 



^^^Glue the rims of two 
cups together. When the 
glue is dry mark a line right 
the way round them as 
shown. Make sure the line 
is in the middle of the cups. 




FOn one cup, measure 2cm 
in from the base along the line 
and make a mark. Roll the cups 
over and do the same on the 
other side of the other cup. 



-o 



Pick out a straight 
barbecue skewer. Make 
a hole in the cup at 
each mark then thread 
the skewer through the 
cups as shown. (Step 6 
shows the side view.) 



P 



Cut a 14cm length 
the end of the 
shoebox. Cut a 12cm 
length of lid and keep 
it for later. Turn the 
cut off portion of the 
box on to its end and 
mark crosses in the 
positions shown. 




Cut two slpts in the 
back, 3cm in from 
the sides. Make the 
slots slightly wider 
than the straws. 







Jj^Pierce a hole at each cross with 
a ballpoint pen. Cut two short 
lengths of thin straw and glue 
them in the holes. When the glue 
is dry, remove the skewer from 
the cups, push the skewer through 
one straw, back through the cups 
and out through the other straw. 



€ 

Us 



OW // 



"Cut a 2cm length from the tube 
inside a run-out biro. (You can cut 
off the non-inky bit of one that 
hasn't run out.) Cut the tube in half. 
Pop some glue in one of the halves 
and push it on to the point of the 
skewer as shown. 




^)oivide the lid of the shoebox in 
half by drawing a line down the 
middle. Make 2 holes, 3cm in 
along the line. Make the holes big 
enough for the skewers to pass 
through easily. Glue cotton reels 
over the holes, making sure their 
holes line up with those in the lid. 

^yTlalf way along a fat straw, make a 
hole through one wall with a pin. Widen 
the hole so you can push in the flat end 
of a skewer. Glue the skewer into the 
straw. Repeat for the other straw. 



Snip a slit up the 
other half and glue it 
on to the other end of 
the skewer. These hold 
the skewer in place. 



'Glue the cups on to 
the skewer at spots A 
and B as shown in step 
6. Make sure there's 
the same amount of 
space on both sides of 
the cups. Let the glue 
dry. The cups should 
spin easily in the straws. 




Hor\c* 




Ising the wobble 

When you spin the handle, vour 
meerkats go up and dow n. What 
this means is vour engine 
converts a turning movement 
(handle going round), into a 
straight-line movement (meerkats 
up and dow n). This happens 
because the cups nobble from 
side to side. What would huppen 
if the skewer went through the 
centres of both cups? 




Fit the skewers into the lid and 
put the lid on the box. Fit the fat 
straws into their slots as you are 
putting on the lid. Let the straws 
rest on top of the cup. 

S^GIue four strips of card to the 
open side of the box to keep the 
straws in place. As before, make the 
slots a little wider than the straws. 



Engine trouble 

If you can’t get your engine to 
work, check the following: 

• Make sure the fat straws move 
freely in their slots. If they don’t, 
then rub away the sides of the 
slots with a sandpaper nailfile. 

• Make sure the meerkats can 
drop dow n. If they can’t, push 
some modelling clav inside the 
fat straws for extra weight. 






Set the engine as shown in 1 3. 
Trim off the skewer at the down end 
so there's about 2cm sticking out of 
the cotton reel. Turn the handle so 
the other end goes down and do 
the same to the other skewer. 



Dive for cover! 

The meerkat lookout has spotted t 
and raised the alarm. I’ts time to 
cover and there isn't a second to l 
last meerkat gets eagleburgered - a 
know what that means! 



!^i/Draw two meerkats and glue to 
the ends of the skewers. Draw 
scenery and stick it to the front of 
the box. (Stick the lower part on to 
a matchbox to push it clear of the 
straws.) Make a background, too. 










Stepping stones — 

rl al (he As and see if you cai 
tpcll out the five contine nts^ 
inning with A. Move one ston 
.a time. Which one takesvoo 
across the 



Simba, Pumbaa and Timon have been hunting 
bugs for dinner. They want to cross the river 
but only Simba can paddle the old log, taking 
one passenger at a time. Pumbaa and Timon 
have been quarrelling all dav about how many 
of the bugs Timon is going to eat. 

Simba can't leave Pumbaa and Timon together 
because they’ll start quarrelling again. 

If Simba leaves Timon with the bugs he will 
start eating them. 

How many .journeys does Simba need to make 
to get them all across without the bugs being 
eaten or another quarrel starting? 



BYE BYE BUGS v 
Some bugs have escaped 
from Timon s sack. How 
many can you find in 
the picture? 



CIRCLED 

How many complete 
circles can you count in 
the river? 



yr LEAF COUNT 

Pumbaa almost sat v 

in a tiny tree with only 2 leaves. Timon 
i, “If the number of leaves doubles each year, ' 
tree will have 4 leaves next year, 8 in year t 
" "...and 16 in year 4!" added Simba. “How a 
many y ears w ill take to have a million I 

leaves?" asked Timon. Pumbaas maths / I 
vasn’t loo good. “Is it 10 years, 20 years r _^yl 
100 years or 1000 vears?“ he __ _ 

W asked. Do you know the answer? I S' /'! 



SSSSNAKE’SSS SSSKIN ^ 

How many S’s can y ou count 
on this ssssnake? [ 





Transfer the lines from the top square into 
the grid below to see what it is. 



TANGLED VINE NAME 

Follow the vines to the ends and w rite 
the letters to spell a jungle creature. 



TREES 

Groups of trees are called lots of different 
things. Can you fit them reading dow nwards 
into this criss-cross. 



LEAFY CUT-OUTS 

The leaf cutter ants have been taking 
pieces of leaves to their nests to make 
fungus gardens. Can you work out which 
leaf each piece has been cut from? 









nansi Know-all 



"There are more 

THINGS IN THE 
WORLD THAN YOU 
WILL EVER KNOW, 

lion cubs. That 

IS WHAT ANANSI 
HAD TO LEARN.” 



i nansi the spider had a big 
head. Anansi the spider 
, thought he knew everything. 
In fact, he believed that he knew 
everything there was to know in the 
whole world. There was no-one else 
who knew more than him. 

Now you know that Anansi is a 
greedy creature. Everything he has, he 
likes to keep for himself. He doesn't 
like to share. Anansi decided to think 
of a place to hide his knowledge 
L. ; where no one else could get at it. 

:.v'T know what I'll do," he said 
C6 himself. “I’ll put all my 
^-.knowledge in a gourd and 
I’ll hide the gourd up in 



the corner of the ceiling. Then no one 
can reach it.” 

Anansi put all his knowledge in a 
large gourd and sealed it carefully. 
Then he tied the gourd round his 
neck. He fetched the ladder, put it 
against the wall and began to climb. 
But each time he started up the 
ladder, the go urd hung down in front 
of him and got in the way. However 
often he tried, he could go no further 
than the first step. 

His young son came into the room 
and watched while Anansi struggled. 

"What are you doing?" he asked. 

“I’m trying to climb this ladder,” 
his father answered impatiently. 

“Well, why don't you swing the 
gourd over your shoulder so that it 

hangs down your back. Then it 
won't get in your way," suggested 
his young son. 

So Anansi threw the gourd 
shoulder and started to 
climb the ladder. 

.j-;.:- “Good thinking!" Anansi 
chuckled to himself, as he 
climbed hi gher and higher. 




But when Anansi reached 
the ceiling, it suddenly dawned 
on him that there was one thing 
he had not known. His young son 
had just suggested something that had 
not occurred to him. In fact, his son 
had known something he hadn't 
known. What other things were there 
that he did not know? The gourd 
obviously did not contain all the 
knowledge in the world, so was there 
any point in keeping it? 

At the top of his ladder, Anansi 
paused. Then, with a decisive action, 
he opened the gourd and turned it 
upside down. 

And that is how knowledge was 
spread throughout the world. 

M 

) <3b\ 






